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 Imagine that you are “back in school” 
- perhaps as an elementary student, a 
freshman or a senior eagerly anticipating 
graduation. In the primary grades, you 
socialize to the max and develop personal 
and academic skills every day. As a 
freshman, you begin to think about careers, 
planning with friends what your futures 
might hold. As a senior, you live the dream 
of making a run for a state championship 
banner. And then - suddenly, with little 
warning - your academic and social lives 
abruptly STOP. 
 You don’t return to the school building 
for months. Now, your education consists 
of remote learning from wherever you 
can find a reliable internet connection. 
Your contacts with friends are restricted to 
social media or texting. Basketball practice, 
a state championship? Not a chance. 
Opportunities evaporate overnight.
 But life moves on. In the fall, school 
partially reopens. Lessons are taught to 
students in physically distant classrooms, 
and virtually to those at home. Physical 
education classes mandate that students 
remain 12 feet apart, with no contact. 
State regulations prohibit extracurricular 
activities. While school days have improved 
since you were completely remote, the 
experiences pale in comparison to pre-
pandemic normalcy. You often wonder, 
“how and when do we get back to the 
Brookfield Central that we once enjoyed?”
Since the beginning of the pandemic, 

school administrators have endeavored 
to ignore irrational politics, withstand the 
pressures, and overcome the emotions 
that are completely natural in these times 
in order to base their decisions on the best 
available science. To date, this approach has 
been successful in keeping our students 
and staff safe. This is not to say that, as more 
information emerged about the COVID-19 
virus, we wouldn’t have made some 
different decisions. In retrospect, however, 
the policies that followed scientific 
recommendations have become our best 
strategies.  
 Health crises that challenged previous 
generations were overcome by a 
combination of great medical research and a 
committed public. History gave us scientists 
like Jonas Salk, developer of the polio 
vaccine; Maurice Hilleman, who formulated 
more than 40 vaccines, including those for 
measles, mumps, rubella and chickenpox; 
and Alexander Fleming, who discovered 
penicillin. Great minds have attacked the 
current pandemic head-on: Professor Sarah 
Gilbert, a British immunologist who led the 
Oxford vaccine team; Dr. Ozlem Tureci, who 
helped mastermind the Pfizer vaccine; and 
Dr. Akiko Iwasaki, a Yale scientist whose 
breakthrough research pioneered virus 
treatments.
 These experts and their colleagues 
have given us a pathway to defeat this 
virus. Reputable scientists and doctors 
overwhelmingly emphasize that we must 
follow the best practices to prevent COVID-
19’s spread: masking, physical distancing, 

and vaccinating our population to reach 
herd immunity as soon as possible. 
History teaches us that vaccinations fight 
viruses effectively. They worked with polio, 
smallpox, measles, and many, many other 
diseases. Vaccinations will defeat COVID-19.
 I believe that we all look forward to 
our children sharing lunch in the cafeteria, 
performing their superb school musicals 
on stage, playing interscholastic sports, 
excelling in the Envirothon and other 
academic competitions, and filling the 
bleachers as they cheer for Brookfield 
teams in search of another banner. I have 
confidence that our entire community, after 
we defeat this virus, will join our children 
in the stands as Brookfield fans have done 
throughout history. With all my heart, I 
hope that our people, and the residents 
of every school district across our great 
country, want the same. We can overcome 
the politics of division, pressure, and 
emotion in order to enable our children to 
enjoy the experiences of those who walked 
through Brookfield Central’s halls before 
them.  Please join me in taking every step 
necessary to help our students return to a 
normal school experience this fall.  I cannot 
imagine anyone wanting anything less.
 The decision is ours. The experience can 
be theirs.

Jim Plows
Superintendent

IMAGINE...

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGESUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
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A Message from the Board of Education 
The 2021-2022 budget proposal is designed to support a 
return to a full time school environment.

Some of the significant points are: 
 • The budget meets the District’s contract obligations. 
 • The budget anticipates a 5% increase in health insurance  
  premiums.
 • It protects taxpayers’ investment previously made in a 
  new gym floor by completely stripping, repainting and 
  refinishing it.
 • The budget assumes oil and electricity pricing will remain 
  relatively stable.
 • It continues our long-term investments in computer 
  technology.
 • The budget also keeps the District’s bus and equipment 
  replacement programs on track.

 In addition, this budget proposal begins the funding of a 
skills recovery program to address the negative educational, 
social and emotional impacts as a result of the pandemic.  
However, the majority of the cost of this program will be paid 
for by Federal funds.
 

 The district has been awarded $1,480,000 to be used 
over multiple years to address loss of learning and other 
negative impacts caused by the pandemic. District personnel 
are evaluating student needs and designing phase 1 of this 
program that will begin in the upcoming school year.  Some 
priorities of this program will be to address loss of learning in 
reading and math at the elementary level and implementation 
of an intense academic intervention program for middle and 
high school students who were severely impacted by the 
pandemic.  
 This Federally funded program combined with the other 
educational programs financed in the District’s 2021-2022 
budget is our first step in bringing normalcy back to our 
student’s education.  The Board of Education looks forward to 
supporting our students, families and staff in the upcoming 
school year. 

All the best, 

Bernard C. Whitacre, President
Jeffrey Beehm, Vice President
Dawn Brean
Sean Karn
Valerie Nolan
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KEEP OUR SCHOOL SAFE 
VOTE ABSENTEE!

It is now easier to vote on the 
school budget and board election 

by absentee ballot. 

Simply call the school at:  
315.899.3323, ext 264 and ask for an 

absentee ballot application. 
We will mail one to you.

HELP STOP THE SPREAD 
OF COVID-19. 

VOTE ABSENTEE!
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Message from the Principal 
 Happy spring! As I reflect upon the 2020-2021 school year, I can 
say without a doubt this year has been challenging in ways we never 
thought possible. Through it all, our school community faced these 
challenges as a team and overcame them with overwhelming success. To 
say I am proud of the hard work students put forth this school year would 
be an understatement. No matter the learning environment, BCS students 
approached their academics positively and gave us their all. This of course 
would not have been possible without the support of our parents and 
families. I am truly thankful for all that they have done to help our students 
and school community. 
 I also cannot express enough thanks to the dedicated faculty and 
staff of BCS. From the beginning, all were fully engaged in how we can 
best provide a safe and productive learning environment for all students. I 
appreciate the long hours they have put in, creative ideas and quick responses 
to the changing landscape of education. This work allowed for our students 
to continue to engage in many enriching academic opportunities. From 
sharpening literacy skills, learning creative ways to make amazing music to 
competing in National History Day, our faculty and staff have continued to 
go above and beyond for our students!
 As we enter into the fourth quarter, we still have much learning 
to complete before the end of the school year. Our focus during the 
fourth quarter will be on skill recovery activities. Faculty have identified 
essential learning standards in need of further development and will spend 
approximately the last five weeks of the school year providing targeted 
support to all students. 
 With warmer weather ahead, there might be the temptation to lose 
academic focus. No matter the grade level, students will need to remain 
focused and attentive to their academic goals. The fourth quarter offers our 
students an opportunity to finish strong and thus pave the way for a positive 
end to the school year! 

All the best, 

Carrie Smith
 Principal

Pre-K & Kindergarten Registration
 Brookfield Central School District residents with children age four years old on or before December 
1, 2021 are eligible for universal pre-kindergarten. This is a free half-day program and will run five days 
a week. Children entering kindergarten and not currently enrolled in the Brookfield Central School pre-
kindergarten program must be five years of age prior to December 1, 2021. 
 
 Please call Ms. Case at 315-899-3323, ext. 264 for registration information for the 2021-2022 pre-
kindergarten or kindergarten programs.

Revenues

Tax Levy
Last year the Board of Education did 
not increase the tax levy because of 
the economic downturn caused by 
the pandemic at that time. This budget 
includes a tax increase of 3% in order to 
avoid a substantially larger increase in 
subsequent years.

Fund Balance
In this budget the district plans to use 
approximately $300,000 of its savings in 
order to balance the budget and maintain 
a reasonably small tax increase.

State Aid
In 2021-2022 the district anticipates the 
following changes in these major state aid 
categories:

 Increase/(Decrease)

Foundation Aid $ 100,000

BOCES Aid $ 50,000

Transportation Aid $ (60,000)

BOCES High Cost Aid $ (34,000)

Net Increase $      56,000

DISTRICT NEWS & BUDGET INFO DISTRICT NEWS & BUDGET INFO
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Budget Information
  Current Proposed Difference 
  2020-2021 2021-2022  Increase/(Decrease)

PROGRAM
Instruction  $ 3,661,745 $ 3,770,000 $ 108,255
District Transportation  $ 496,506 $ 503,319 $ 6,813
Employee Benefits  $ 1,055,175 $ 1,096,371 $ 41,196
Total Program  $ 5,213,426 $ 5,369,690 $ 156,264

ADMINISTRATION      
General Support  $ 462,877 $ 503,241 $ 40,364
Curriculum Development  $ 7,530 $ 7,530  —
Employee Benefits  $ 93,736 $ 102,963 $ 9,227
Total Administration  $ 564,143 $ 613,734 $ 49,591

CAPITAL      
Plant Operations & Maintenance $ 415,680 $ 447,173 $ 31,493
Property Tax Refunds $ 2,000 $ 2,000  —
Purchase of Bus $ 100,000 $ 110,000 $ 10,000
Employee Benefits $ 64,060 $ 66,290 $ 2,230
Debt Service $ 716,791  $ 583,250 $ (133,541)
Total Capital $ 1,298,531 $ 1,208,713 $ (89,818)

Total Budget $7,076,100 $7,192,137 $116,037

Appropriations
The total budget proposal increases appropriations $116,037 or 1.64%. Most of the proposed budget line items are only 
slightly different than the current year amounts. The few line items with significant differences are:

 Increase/(Decrease)
Contractual and tuition expense – Handicapped Programs $36,000
This is a result of increase costs for these programs and an increase in student enrollment.

BOCES Services – Handicapped Programs $ (68,388)
Decrease is due to fewer students enrolled in these programs.

Materials and Supplies – STEM Programs $  14,500
These expenses are necessary to restart our STEM programs as they were paused as a result of the pandemic.

BOCES Computer Services $  45,988
This is in anticipation of increased computer purchases necessary to continue the high level of technology 
available to our students. New York state will pay 80% of this cost. 

BOCES – Guidance Services $  19,879
This increase is a result of an increase in counseling services.

Wages – Operations and Maintenance $ (26,000)
The decrease is a result of retirements in the buildings and grounds department.

Equipment – Operations and Maintenance $  24,000
This is to replace a compact tractor. Once a final trade-in value is determined the district anticipates this cost to decline.

Contractual – Operations and Maintenance $  25,000
To properly protect the gym floor it is time to strip, repaint and resurface it. In addition, the cost of repairs in locker room 
plumbing is included in this amount.

Total Debt Payments $ (143,541)
The decrease in debt payments is a result of obtaining permanent financing on the last building project.

BUDGET INFO BUDGET INFO
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Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $7,076,100 $7,192,137 $7,042,137
Increase/decrease for the 2021-2022 school year $116,037 ($33,963)
Percentage increase/decrease in proposed budget 1.64% .5%
Change in the Consumer Price Index

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $1,559,834 $1,607,000
B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable 0 0
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** 0 0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current 
Year Levy

0 0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $1,559,834 $1,607,000 $1,607,000
F. Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit $17,595 $38,054
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

$1,542,259 $1,568,946

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library 
Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D)

$1,542,259 $1,568,946

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter 
Approval - See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) 
**

$0 $0

Administrative component $564,143 $613,734 $613,734
Program component $5,213,426 $5,369,690 $5,369,690
Capital component $1,298,531 $1,208,713 $1,058,713

Budget Adopted for  
the 200-21 School Year

Budget Proposed for 
the 2021-22 School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 

2021-22 School Year*Overall Budget Proposal

Under the Budget Proposed 
 for the 2021-22 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1 $483

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2021-22 by the qualified voters of the Brookfield School District, Madison County, New 
York, will be held at Brookfield Central School in said district on Tuesday, May 18, 2021, between the hours of 12:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m., prevailing time in the Brookfield Central School District, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot  
or machine.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

* Provide a statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2021-22 school year, should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant 
to Section 2023 of the Education Law.

Equipment and bus purchase would be deferred

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational 
or transportation services propositions are not eligible for 
exclusion and may affect voter approval requirements)

Description Amount

NONE

BUDGET INFO BUDGET INFO
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Kindergarten
Mrs. Hafelin

We are having an excellent year in the kindergarten classroom. 
Although, it has definitely been a different school year, we have 
learned so much together. The kindergarten class has worked hard 
since day one. The students have enjoyed learning about our five 
senses, weather and gravity in science this year. We have worked on 
numbers and shapes in math as well as sight words and writing in our 
Journeys program. We continue full speed ahead in social studies with 
drawing our own maps and studying land forms. This Kindergarten class has taken the changes from in person to remote 
learning and back in stride. The students love sharing their personalities with the masks they choose to wear each day. It has 
been a great year and we look forward to wrapping up our year strong. I appreciate all of the hard work of my students and 
their families to make this unique school year so successful. I couldn’t do my job without the support of my students’ families 
at home. Thank you!  

First Grade
Ms. Jardines

This year in first grade may look and feel different, but we are making the best of our year. We are learning to adapt to our 
environment and persevere through challenging material.

We have learned about the human body in science and about how families change over time.

We have learned about graphing data and strategies that they can use even when they move on to second grade! When we 
have down time, first grade likes to chill with our individual baggies of blocks or with coloring pages. They play together and 
chat together at a safe distance from their desks.  

Although everything is different this year, the important thing is that the children practice social skills and they get to enjoy 
each other’s company while maintaining safety guidelines. At the end of the day, kids learn that it’s fun to be in school and 
that learning can be fun!
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Second & Third Grade ELA - Social Studies
Ms. Brennan-Lee

Second and third grade students have been making the 
best of this most unusual year. Our computer skills have 
really improved. We can now easily access our reading 
series virtually and complete unit tests online. Quite an 
impressive accomplishment for students at such a young 
age. When we were fully remote Ms. Farmer and I divided 
the class to provide students with more opportunities to 
read and respond to questions. The smaller groups help 
keep students engaged and focused.  Mrs. Elliot joined our 
class on Fridays and always brought something interesting 
to read and engaging follow up activities. In social studies, 
the second grade has been studying about different types 
of communities, government in local communities and 
continuity and changes in communities. In third grade, we 
have been studying geography and focused on the United 
States, Mexico and Japan. Second and third graders are 
animal lovers and one of the most fun things we were able to 

do when fully remote was to meet everyone’s animals during 
Friday’s Show and Tell. Students have made each holiday fun 
and festive despite the restrictions. For Halloween we had 
candy and made crafts. For Christmas in second grade, we 
read “The Gingerbread Man” and other run away food stories 
including “The Matzo Ball Boy,” “The Gingerbread Baby” 
and “The Run Away Tortilla.” In third grade, we read about 
Christmas in Mexico and around the world.  For Valentine’s 
Day, we made and glued cards to construction paper and 
instead of exchanging cards students had pictures taken 
in front of their big construction paper card and were able 
to take the picture home. Now that the weather is getting 
better, students are enjoying time outside to run around 
and play! I am very proud of the work the second and third 
graders have done so far this year. We have much more to 
do and are looking forward to a successful completion of the 
school year.
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Second & Third Grade - Math & Science
Mr. Pavlus

The second and third graders have been doing an outstanding 
job with their hybrid and in-person classes. We have had to 
adjust to a whole new form of learning, and all of the kids have 
been exceeding expectations. I am so proud of all of them!

The second grade class has spent a lot of time learning different 
strategies in math for addition and subtraction. We started with 
place value charts, but we have quickly moved on to the vertical 
format and mental math strategies. They do a great job of paying 
attention and following directions. We know that mistakes are 
just fine because they are proof that you are learning. We will 
continue to work on other math skills throughout the year to 
prepare us for third grade next year.

The third grade class did a wonderful job learning their 
multiplication facts. We play review games online, watch 
“Schoolhouse Rock” videos and use our flashcards to make sure 
we remember them. The kids have also learned about finding 
the area of shape and fractions. We will continue to work on 
those skills and focus on multiple step word problems as we 
head into summer. 

In science, the second grade learned all about gravity and 
matter. They like to watch Bill Nye explain science in his unique 

and funny way. We will end the year by studying plants and 
growing sunflowers to take home and plant. The kids love to 
learn about new areas and find facts online.

The third grade studied different life cycles and had frogs in the 
classroom. We were able to see each phase of their life cycle and 
watch them grow into adults. They also like to watch “Mystery 
Doug” and see what kind of questions he answers each week.

Both classes have been enjoying outdoor recess, either in cold 
or warm weather. They get to let go of some of their energy 
stored up from the winter months. We hope that this spring will 
be a warm one.

Cornell Cooperative Extension visited both grades virtually and 
shared the book “The Dairy Godmother - Chuck’s Ice Cream 
Wish.” After the story, we made ice cream in a bag. It was wet 
and a bit messy, but it was delicious!

I am very proud of both grades and how they have worked 
respectfully over the past school year. We look forward to the 
warm weather and, hopefully, getting back to normal!
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Fourth Grade News
Mrs. Rutherford

It is hard to believe that it is already March!  The fourth grade is certainly a busy and exciting place to be this month. 

In math, we just finished up our unit on geometry. We learned all about perimeter, area, volume, triangles, quadrilaterals and the 
measurement of angles using a protractor. We loved studying about shapes and figures! Our next unit on fractions has us finding 
equivalent fractions using area models, number bonds and tape diagrams. We are learning many tools in math to help us become 
critical problem solvers instead of just memorizing basic facts and formulas. 

Our topic of discussion in social studies is learning about our New York state government. We have learned about the different levels 
of government as well as the different branches of government. We had a great time creating NY State Government Trees depicting 
the three branches of government! In December, we created replicas of longhouses from the Haudenosaunee tribes of New York 
state. We were learning remotely during this time, but we were still able to present our works of art and share our essays about the 
longhouses. Take a look at some of our longhouses!

We are becoming excellent writers by learning how to write opinion/point of view essays utilizing a graphic organizer, rough draft, 
teacher conferencing and a final published work. We have read many new stories during English Language Arts and we are currently 
learning about prepositional phrases and linking verbs.  

Science is always a fun-filled, hands-on learning time. During our unit on simple machines, we learned about pulleys, levers, inclined 
planes, screws, wedges and wheels and axles. We used few or no moving parts to create these simple machines and we were shocked 
at how much easier they made the work!
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Fall Soccer
Mrs. Abrams

The 2021 Fall 2 soccer season has begun. Congratulations to our 2021 senior, Kodie Abrams, Preston Crespo, Colt Morgan, Hannah 
Barber, Jaelyn Vleer-Elliott and Samantha O’Herien. Best of luck to all of you in whatever your future has in store!

Fifth & Sixth Grade
Mrs. Cossette

As the year continues, students in fifth and sixth grade continue to 
work hard on their academics. Each class continues to focus on the 
standards to help them become successful. While this year looks 
far different than the past, students have quickly adapted to school 
and online learning. While group projects and hands-on activities 
are minimal, we continue to seek ways to share what has been 
learned. 

In sixth grade ELA students recently finished reading an 
informational text called “Freedom Walkers The Story of The 
Montgomery Bus Boycott.” This book focuses on historical events 
during the time of segregation, and the start of integration. Students 
have also worked on slide presentations sharing information about 
the issues of segregation.

Students are learning about Greek myths and researching Greek 
gods and goddesses, while using the research information to create 
essays. We will be starting a new novel soon called “A Wrinkle 
in Time.” This classic has also been made into a movie, and after 
reading students will write a comparison essay between the book 
and the film. 

In sixth grade social studies students continue to learn about 
ancient civilizations and early government. They have recently 
studied the Qin and Han dynasties and learned about ancient rulers. 
Students are learning how some early governments are similar to 

our government today. We have also studied ancient Rome and 
Greece and early architecture from these civilizations. This will 
all be leading up to an end of year project, where students will 
take what they have learned to do further research and create a 
presentation to be shared with the class.

In fifth grade ELA students are completing the novel “42 is 
Not Just A Number.” This novel contains accurate facts and 
information about the great Jackie Robinson. While reading 
students are learning how to answer questions about their reading 
while following the steps of restating the question, answering in 
their own words and providing textual evidence to support their 
answer. Using this process students are able to answer completely 
while proving their understanding of what they have read. We 
will soon read the novel “No Talking” which is a story about a 
classroom competition between the boys and girls in an elementary 
classroom. Students loved the book “Frindle” so we have chosen a 
book by the same author: Andrew Clements. 

In fifth grade social studies students are learning about the 
explorers and the impact they had on the world. We have learned 
about early trade and the Columbian exchange. Students have 
learned where countries settled by drawing and coloring maps, 
and have learned how quickly this changed in history, leading up 
to the United States today. We will be learning more about maps 
and learning the continents and states by doing some end of year 
projects on these topics. 
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Brookfield Library
Mrs. Elliott

Hello from the Brookfield CSD library. Congratulations to our BCS students for winning an honorable mention in the Oneida-Herkimer-
Madison BOCES SORA reading contest. Our avid readers won $250.00 worth of ebooks because of their zealous online reading.

The Brookfield CSD kindergarten - grade 6 celebrated Read Across America. Students took part in special readings of “Tiara’s Hat 
Parade” by Kelly Starling Lyons, “Alama and How She Got Her Name,” by Juana Martinez-Neal and many other titles. Students dressed 
up, played games and did crafts as well as participated in DEAR time (drop everything and read). Library K and 1 have enjoyed many 
author studies this year. We have learned about Mo Willems, Dr. Seuss, Laura Numeroff, Kevin Henkes and Jan Brett to name a few. 

Library 2 has been studying the Iditarod and reading “The Magic Treehouse Balto of the Blue Dawn.” Library 3 and 4 have been 
listening to “The Wild Robot” by Peter Brow,n as well as celebrating famous people in history. Library 5 and 6 have spent the year 
researching topics including, famous inventors, historical figures as well as ancient tools and animal behavior. They have enjoyed the 
book “Brian’s Winter” by Gary Pulson. All classes participated in a one week coding challenge. The Hamilton Library offered our 
students the opportunity to receive a free tree sapling during Earth Week. Many families have signed up for the event! Students will 
receive information regarding planting instructions and pick up dates in the near future. Happy planting!

Many of our littlest BCS readers continue to enjoy receiving a FREE monthly book in the mail through the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. If you have a child ages birth - five in your home and live in the BCS school district, your child is eligible to receive a free book
mailed to your home every month. Please feel free to call or email me with any questions.

Thank you for your support in raising readers! Studies show kids who read every day have better grades!

“Children are made readers in the laps of their parents.” ~Emily Buchwald

Visual Art Show
Ms. Lydford

This year, the artists have submitted their artwork remotely and in-person for the winter. The eigth grade, the Fall In the Country and the 
Annual Virtual Art Show can be viewed on the BCS Facebook page at various times throughout the year.

The visual arts can be a creative outlet for many young artists. We explore nature, color changes, observation and the creative process 
through a variety of art mediums. Below are some highlights of this year’s visual arts program. Be creative and have fun with art!

Jacob 3rd Grade
“Winter Landscape”

Rosie 2nd Grade
“Watercolor Crayon Resist”Walter 6th Grade

Delaney 8th Grade
“Still Life Drawing”

Carson 5th Grade
“Still Life Drawing”
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